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ANOTHER SHARK ATTACK REPORTED WEDNESDAY ON OUTER BANKS PAGE 1B

One of the Legislature’s most ardent
supporters of the Confederate battle flag
said he will introduce an amendment
that would allow South Carolina voters to
decide whether the flag should fly over
the Statehouse grounds. 

State Sen. Lee Bright, a Spartanburg
County Republican, also is using the flag
as a fund-raising tool by offering bump-
er stickers depicting the Confederate
banner and reading “Keep Your Hands
Off My Flag” to those who make a finan-
cial contribution to his campaign. 

Bright has taken to social media to
urge flag supporters to stand with him.

He urged supporters to sign an online
petition to keep the flag on the capitol
grounds.

“This flag is a part of our heritage, so
the people of this state should have the
final say,” Bright said on his Facebook
page Wednesday. 

He remains adamant that “the radical
liberals and so-called ‘Republican’ estab-
lishment are coming after me for advo-
cating states’ rights,” he said.

But he said he favors a popular vote to
determine if the flag is a racist symbol
and should be removed from public

places. 
Bright told The Greenville News he

wants to preserve a piece of history.
“I don’t believe they (flag opponents)

will stop there,” he said. “I think until
they demonize (George) Washington and
(Thomas) Jefferson will they be com-
plete.”

Bright said he was appalled by the
shootings at Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Charleston that
killed nine people, including state Sen. 

Bright wants flag referendum
Upstate senator adopts ‘Keep Your Hands
Off My Flag’ motto as fund-raising tool
DAVID DYKES AND RON BARNETT
STAFF WRITERS

See REFERENDUM, Page 4A

lege textbooks.
The College Board estimated stu-

dents spent $1,225 on books and sup-
plies, including computer software, in
the 2014-15 school year.

Textbook costs rose 82 percent in a
decade, from 2002 through 2012, accord-
ing to a study by the Government Ac-

Clemson professor Leo Rebholz dis-
liked every textbook available for an ad-
vanced mathematics course he taught
for mechanical engineers.

Mostly, he hated the high costs pub-
lishers charged for the books.

“I eventually said we’re not going to
use a book anymore because I don’t like
any of them and I’m tired of you guys
paying, I think it was, $120 for the book
we used for a while,” Rebholz said.

So he wrote his own, culled from lec-
ture notes and co-authored by Timo
Heister, a mathematical science assis-
tant professor.

The book was just published. He’s
selling it for $19.90 and expects to make
about 20 cents per copy.

And he did it on purpose, not expect-
ing to make any money off the hundreds
of hours of work writing, revising and
editing the book.

He even got into a bidding war be-
tween two publishers to see which one
could sell it for less than $20.

Rebholz has joined a growing list of
college professors who have become fed
up with the skyrocketing costs of col-

countability Office.
But recently, students have begun to

spend less on course materials as they
turn to other methods of accessing the
information they need to learn class ma-
terial.

Clemson prof fights
high textbook costs

MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/STAFF

Furman chemistry professors Brian Goess and Greg Springsteen have come up with creative solutions to beat high textbook costs. For one
class, they have students write their own textbooks.

NATHANIEL CARY
STAFF WRITER

NCARY@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

PROVIDED/

Leo Rebholz,
Clemson
mathematics
professor,
co-authored
a textbook
that he’s
selling for
less than
$20.

See TEXTBOOKS, Page 4A

COLUMBIA — Almost 20 years after
Ku Klux Klan members burned down a
Williamsburg County church, mem-
bers of the community are wondering
if a fire that destroyed their church
again Tuesday night was a hate crime.

The fire is one of seven church fires
in the South being investigated by fed-
eral agents since the shooting of nine
people at a historic black church in
Charleston on June 17, according to the
U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms.

Authorities on Wednesday would not
say whether Tuesday night’s fire was
arson, though the Associated Press
quoted an unnamed federal law en-
forcement source as saying prelimi-
nary indications are that the fire was
not arson and not intentionally set.

The Rev. Terrance Mackey, a former
pastor of the church that burned and
who went on to become the president of
the National Coalition for Burned
Churches, told The Greenville News he
believes this week’s fire was intention-
al and that there have been nine
churches set on fire since the Charles-
ton shootings.

He said church fires spiked after
former President Bill Clinton, who vis-
ited the state to dedicate the newly built
church in 1996, created a national task
force to look at church fires. And he be-
lieves the same thing is happening now
because of last week’s visit by Presi-
dent Barack Obama for the funeral of
the pastor of the Emanuel AME Church
killed in the Charleston shootings.

“Watch the pattern,” he said.

Reports say
majority of
church fires
not arson

See FIRES, Page 4A

Investigation ongoing
in Williamsburg
County incident
TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

Inside today’s paper you will find the
new City People. We’ve expanded it to
become a full section of The Greenville
News each Thursday and broadened its
distribution to include all our readers.

Whether you’re new to City People
or a regular reader of the Wednesday
supplement, turn to section D to find
great stories about people doing good
work in our community, columns from
Judy Bainbridge exploring the history
of our community, as well as news
about local non-profits, volunteers,
teachers, schools and more.

Introducing the
new City People
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Clementa Pinckney. 
“I was obviously in shock, what hap-

pened to Senator Pinckney,” Bright said,
“and it disgusted me seeing that young
man (accused shooter Dylann Roof) with
a Confederate battle flag because so
much has been done to cast that flag in a
bigoted and racial fashion.”

But “when I see that flag, I don’t see
Roof. I don’t see the (Ku Klux) Klan,” he
said. “When I see that flag, I see Robert
E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson.”

A survey of state legislators shows
there is enough support to remove the
flag from the Statehouse grounds. Re-
publican Gov. Nikki Haley has urged
lawmakers to move the flag to a mu-
seum.

While the flag for many South Caro-
linians stands for noble traditions of his-
tory, heritage and ancestry, for many
others it’s a “deeply offensive symbol of

a brutally oppressive past,” Haley said.
Still, some on Facebook wrote posts

supporting Bright’s efforts.
“Thanks for taking the lead on this

fight to preserve our southern heritage
and defiance of northern oppression,”
said Kirt Wilson.

“This is definitely a voter issue. It nei-
ther affects our budget, or our personal
freedoms,” said Elizabeth Jean. “ Let the
voters decide.”

Media polls of Senate and House
members show most support the flag’s
removal.

Rep. Leola Robinson-Simpson, D-
Greenville, recalled that she was one of
193 black students who participated in a
civil rights march at the Statehouse
grounds in 1961.

“The next month, they raised the
(Confederate) flag,” she told The News.

She has been opposed to its presence
in the epicenter of state government
ever since.

That’s why she is happy to see what
appears to be a sea change in the mindset
of a Legislature long dominated by those

who wanted to keep it flying.
“I think it’s wonderful, and I am so

proud of our governor and our other
members of the General Assembly from
across the aisle and those within the mi-
nority party,” she said. “I think we’ve had
enough of divisiveness.”

She also thinks removing the flag will
be good for the state’s business recruit-
ment.

“Business doesn’t want to come into
an environment of hostility and hate,”
she said.

A diverse group of business and polit-
ical leaders has called for the flag’s re-
moval from the Statehouse grounds.

John Warner, whose company raises
capital to invest in South Carolina tech-
nology companies, told Bright through
social media that two months ago he met
with a wealthy out-of-state individual
who was “very interested” in making a
significant investment. 

“Then Charleston and the flag debate
happened,” Warner said. “He called
Monday to say that while he liked my
company, he is no longer interested in

doing business in South Carolina.
“This is a specific, tangible example

of the cost of divisive symbols and rheto-
ric which are self-inflicted wounds driv-
ing investment away and hurting every-
one in South Carolina. My ancestors
fought for the Confederacy, and I under-
stand this is an emotional issue for many
people. But please become part of the
leadership who takes the flag down so we
all come together to move the state for-
ward.”

Bright said he’s aware of that criti-
cism.

“I’m a big believer in the private sec-
tor,” he said. “And I believe that people
are going to make business decisions
based on what’s best for business. In six
months from now, this thing will have
blown over. There’s been a boycott for a
dozen years and you still see these com-
panies coming.” 

Rep. Mike Burns, R-Greenville, said
he doesn’t support the flag’s removal but
understands other viewpoints “and will
evaluate a reasonable compromise.”

Referendum
Continued from Page 1A

I learned the hard way that you should
never, ever buy college textbooks from
the campus bookstore. The $500 price
tag for my first semester’s books hit my
minumum-wage pockets like a punch in
the gut. I vowed to flex my bargain-hunt-
ing muscles and never pay full price for
a book again. 

I graduated from the University of
South Carolina in May. During my last
semester in college, I didn’t spend a dol-
lar on a textbook — and still came out
with three As.

Used vs. new

The most logical first step is to try to
find used books. They’re pretty easy to
find in general — even campus book-
stores carry them. But the easiest way to
find the best deal on a used textbook is

online. People sell their old textbooks on
websites including Amazon, Chegg and
Half.com. My favorite tool is Slugbooks.
You enter the title or International Stan-
dard Book Number (ISBN) of your re-
quired text, and it shows the best prices
from eight websites for used books and
book rentals, plus its own student ex-
change. 

Does edition matter?

Professors often tell students to get
the most recent edition of the textbook
they’re requiring in class. Sometimes
this is important; a computer science
student wouldn’t want a textbook from
2005 because the information would be
obsolete. However, in most liberal arts
courses, the differences in textbook edi-
tions might be as little as page numbers
and bits and pieces of information. Some
professors, including my college eco-
nomics professor, actually encourage
students to avoid the sky-high prices of

new editions. Using my professor’s ad-
vice, I got an older, used edition of my
economics textbook for $3 on Amazon.
The brand new eighth edition? $130. 

The library is your friend

I avoided purchasing books at all for a
lot of my classes in my junior and senior
years because I learned about one of the
best services my school offered. The
University of South Carolina’s Thomas
Cooper Library had textbook reserves
for many classes. Courses with more
than 100 students automatically have a
copy of the assigned textbook in the li-
brary, which students can check out for
free for a two-hour in-library use. Class-
es with lower enrollments often provide
a book in the reserves also; that decision
is up to the professor. I did not purchase
one book my final semester of college be-
cause of this service.

If your professor opts for a bound col-
lection of journal articles instead of a

textbook, you can still avoid purchasing
a hard copy of the collection. Most uni-
versity libraries offer students free ac-
cess to databases like JSTOR, which
have thousands of journal articles from
publications dating as far back as the
19th century. 

Making a buck

At the end of the semester, campus
and independent bookstores offer to buy
back many textbooks. They will typical-
ly purchase only recent editions and
books for classes with high enrollment
or multiple sections. If your class is held
just one semester each year, you may not
be able to sell it back at the end. 

If you have the right books, you can
make back a lot of what you spent at the
beginning of the semester. Students can
make anywhere from $20 to more than
$100. Remember that economics book I
bought for $3? I sold it to the USC book-
store for $90. 

Dodge high textbook prices with these tips
AMANDA C. COYNE
STAFF WRITER

ACOYNE@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

Students are spending less on new
textbooks, $245 in 2013-14, down 31 per-
cent over four years, according to mar-
ket researcher Student Monitor.

Annual spending on required course
materials has fallen from $701 in 2007 to
$638 in 2014, according to the National
Association of College Stores.

That’s because more students are
renting or borrowing books or download-
ing cheaper digital versions, NACS
found.

One Clemson professor chose to self-
publish a course textbook through Lulu,
an online self-publishing company. Stu-
dents can print out and bind the book
themselves.

Another professor chose to go the
non-published route and gave students a
list of journals to access for free in the
library at Clemson or online.

Publishers recognized student con-
cerns as costs began to soar and
launched CourseSmart, a digital rental
service that carries 90 percent of pub-
lished textbooks, said Marisa Bluestone,
communications director at the Associa-
tion of American Publishers

They also offer digital versions of
textbooks at a discount, black-and-white
versions or digital copies of individual
chapters, Blueston said.

Publishers are turning away from
simply turning a textbook into a .pdf to
more interactive digital versions of
course materials with quizzes, tests and
learning games included, she said.

But the price of textbooks is driven by
the cost of putting it together, she said.

“The cost of creating high-quality
learning materials ... is significant,” she
said. “There’s the cost of professional re-
search, writing, editing, vetting, graph-
ics and illustrations, design, production
and distribution.”

At Furman University, two profes-
sors’ shared distaste for the high cost of
traditional textbooks has led them down
a unique path.

Chemistry professors Greg Spring-
steen and Brian Goess have eliminated
the need for students to purchase any
textbooks for a series of three organic
chemistry courses.

For an accelerated introductory

course, they use an out-of-print textbook
that the professors buy themselves for a
few bucks apiece online and lend to stu-
dents taking the course. For another
course, Goess uses a flipped classroom,
posting lectures online and using the
class time to dive deep into problem solv-
ing.

They re-imagined a third course to
emphasize biological chemistry and a
decade ago began a process to collabo-
rate with students to create their own
textbook through an online wiki site.

The pair of professors penned a short
introduction to each lecture, then al-
lowed students to write the course ma-
terials themselves.

They want to combat the soaring costs
of textbooks, but also believe the major-
ity of textbooks are written by authors
“far removed from learning the material
themselves,” Goess said.

“Textbooks tend to give students the
idea that scientific knowledge is ac-
quired in an orderly fashion and is then
passed down from on-high from people
who know what’s going on to people who
don’t,” Goess said.

That’s not how scientific knowledge is
acquired though, Goess said. It is instead
collaboratively created by teams of re-
searchers, then reviewed, tested, ana-
lyzed and revised, he said.

That’s how it works in his classes. The
first class wrote the material and each
subsequent class has added to it, revised
the material and corrected errors.

“They realize they are not now re-
sponsible just for their own learning,
they are in some small sense responsible
for the learning of future students in the
course, so they are very careful with how
they manage their contribution on the
wiki,” he said.

Goess has lectured on his approach to
coursework collaboration and said he
hasn’t run into any other professor who
has attempted a similar concept.

Goess estimates students save $500-
$600 in material costs over the three
courses.

But, he said, many professors will
continue to use textbooks because
they’re easier. You can either put in a lot
of work to create your own low-cost ma-
terial or a little work to use a higher cost
textbook, he said.

“But this can be done by anybody,”
Goess said. “If you find this intriguing, it
doesn’t have to cost you a thing.”

Textbooks
Continued from Page 1A

But according to studies of church
fires in the past two decades reviewed
by The News, most of the blazes are not
arsons nor hate-crimes.

Though some church fires in South
Carolina and throughout the nation
have been deliberately set, most stud-
ied by a national task force in the 1990s
were not committed as hate crimes
against African-Americans, according
to reports by the task force.

Records of the task force show that
nationally, most of the church fires in-
vestigated over a five-year period hap-
pened at non-African-American
churches and more than a third of those
who were arrested for fires at black
churches were minorities.

Church arsons, bombings or at-
tempted bombings have dropped sig-
nificantly over the years, going from
297 such incidents in 1996 to 82 by Au-
gust of 2000, according to the task
force’s last report.

Of 945 church arson and bombing in-
vestigations conducted from January
1995 to August 2000, 310 were of black
churches and 635 were other churches,
according to the final report by the Na-
tional Church Arson Task Force.

Even in the South, where the num-
bers were closer, white or other church
fires outnumbered black church fires,
273 to 213.

Of 136 arrests of suspects in arsons
of black churches between 1995-2000,
37.5 percent were minorities, accord-
ing to the task force report.

Of the 431total arrests for all church
fires, 169 were of juveniles, the task
force reported. Juveniles are “dispro-
portionately” responsible for burning
or damaging churches, according to
the task force.

The final reported noted that 46 of 79
defendants convicted of federal
charges between 1995 and 2000 were
motivated by bias, and 37 of those were
convicted of hate crimes.

The National Fire Protection Associ-
ation reported a study in 2013 of church
fires from 2007 to 2011, averaging 1,780
fires a year, down from 3,500 in 1980.

Heating equipment and intentional
fires each were blamed for 16 percent

of the fires, according to the report,
with cooking equipment causing anoth-
er 30 percent. Electrical fires account-
ed for 10 percent of the fires and can-
dles and lighting each caused another 4
percent each, the agency reported.

The U.S. Fire Administration re-
ported its own study of church fires in
2002, finding they averaged about 1,300
a year in the mid-1990s.

Mechanical reasons were behind
about 30 percent of the fires, while ar-
son caused 25 percent, the agency re-
ported.

Faulty heating equipment and open-
flame sources, such as candles, were
blamed for about 24 percent of church
fires, the agency said.

Often the arsonist is never caught in
church fires, the agency reported, and
motives for those who are vary. The
former pastor of a church in Steelville,
Missouri, was accused of setting a fire
that gutted the church in January 2001,
the Fire Administration reported. His
motive was to hide the theft of money
from Sunday collections.

A Satanist was charged by federal
authorities with being behind a string
of 26 church fires in eight states, one of
which in Georgia killed a firefighter.
He pleaded guilty to the charges and
was sentenced to more than 42 years in
prison.

Of the seven South Carolina church
fires documented in the first National
Church Arson Task Force report, two,
in Greeleyville and Manning, were set
by KKK members.

A North Charleston interracial
church’s shed was burned by two white
juveniles playing with matches, ac-
cording to the report, while a Buffalo
African-American church was burned
by a volunteer firefighter.

Three white juveniles, ages 10, 11
and 12, were charged with starting a
fire at a Florence African-American
church and received probation or pre-
trial diversion, the report said.

A Johns Island African-American
church burned in 1996 was started by a
black pastor, according to the report,
who was convicted on a state arson
charge and sentenced to 10 years in
prison, suspended to five years.

Two white juveniles were charged in
the burning of a Dillon African-Amer-

Fires
Continued from Page 1A
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